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DATA WALK 
 

 
 
Workshop Prompt: What might be behind the uncertainty about the current economic 
conditions? 

• Unsure of support from community. 
• No signage. 
• Past business closures (Last Chance, Pizza Connection). 
• Lack of business, construction of highway. 
• Remove sales tax on sale of empty properties. 
• The highway. 

 
Workshop Prompt: What gives residents so much more hope for future economic 
conditions? 

• Signage new. 

• More businesses. Have buildings ����. 

• There is a need. 
• Businesses that don’t need highway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  Report, pg. 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Workshop Prompt: What might help residents feel more connected and attached to the 
Nickerson community? 

• Create “events” not necessarily with an admission (a play day at the park for 
families, bring a covered dish for a meal). 

• Get people involved. 
• Town hall meetings 
• Promote historical preservation and create ways for people to volunteer in helping 

with city preservation projects. 
 

Report, pg. 7 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  



 
 
Workshop Prompt: What opportunities do you see here? 

• Town halls. 
• Youth leadership program teaching and training youth in rural leadership 

positions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Workshop Prompt: How might residents become more involved in shaping the 
community’s vision and direction? 

• Comprehensive plan & strategic plans. 
• Show up to things. 
• Seeing the specific change/progress from their efforts. 

 
 
 
 



 
  
Workshop Prompt: What would it take to create change on the top priorities? 

• Attract new businesses. Acquire property on Main Street, especially empty lots. 
• Remove/renovate blight. Continue enforcement of tines for homes considered an 

eyesore. 
• City code enforcement. 
• Grants for capital to start business. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report, pg. 9a 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  



 
 
 
 
 
Workshop Prompt: What would it take to create change on the top progress indicators? 

• Research how to effectively transition from being predominately a “bed sit 
community” to being more self-sustained. 

• Number of new businesses launched: Give resources such as available grants for 
people wanting to open businesses. 

• Find potential businesses that bring in a higher wage but also support the 
community’s needs. 

• Business tax breaks 
• Bring in more business. 
• Promote businesses on social platforms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report, pg. 9b 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  



BOLD IDEAS 
 
Workshop Prompt:  

• What one opportunity or priority could make the biggest difference in our 
community in the next year?  

• If this community was 10 times bolder to make progress on it, what big idea 
would you recommend?  

 
Workshop Participant Responses:  

• Develop North of town – annex. 
• More opportunities for community engagement. 
• Different mediums for communication. 
• Prioritize housing. 
• Remove vacant properties. 
• Repurpose old businesses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LEADERSHIP IS AN ACTIVITY 
 
Workshop Prompt: What can you do to immediately make progress on a big idea? Where 
do you have discretion and freedom to act? What can you do without more resources or 
authority?  
 
Workshop Participant Responses:  

• Voice at council – demand change. 
• Incentives for homeowners to sell. 
• More town hall meetings. 

  
 


