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DATA WALK 
 

 
Workshop Prompt: What might be behind the uncertainty about the current economic 
conditions? 

• Not knowing what is in the plans for the area communities. 
• Lack of news of any upcoming business opening or new industry. 
• Empty buildings downtown. 
• More customers in Hutchinson for businesses. 
• Low population. 
• Fear of change. Be more open minded. 
• Current housing and land prices. 
• Big companies don’t seem to be looking this way. 
• Lack of business. Lack of housing. 
• The condition of our town makes it hard to entice people to move here. 
• Lack of housing to accommodate large families/ run down housing, no pride. 

 
Workshop Prompt: What gives residents so much more hope for future economic 
conditions? 

• Work with HRC Chamber. Learn what they can offer. Small towns need a plan for 
the future. 

• We like to see the positive. 
• It can’t get much worse. 
• Need more housing, high land prices. 
• Interest rate & funding for small business. 
• HCF helping. 
• Rural people ARE hopeful people. 
• Recent election, we hope. 
• Gigabit internet. Need this in Sylvia. 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  Report, pg. 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Workshop Prompt: How might local leaders leverage this local enthusiasm and 
commitment? 

• Communicate the good word! 
• Better communication. 
• Personally invited people to help. 
• Helping others to get involved. 

 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  

Report, pg. 7 



 
 
Workshop Prompt: What current local initiatives could benefit from more community 
involvement? 

• Strategic planning with involvement of those positive and those naysayers. 
• Personally invite volunteers. 
• Bringing in more outside business. 
• More people getting involved in events. 
• Community activities “Helping hands.” 
• Arlington community pride group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Workshop Prompt: What opportunities do you see here?  

• There are great opportunities for improving the town & surrounding area. 
• Great ideas need to be shared and listened to. 
• Sheriff sub-stations. 
• Cleaning up our town. 
• Celebrate even the little achievements. 

 
 
 
 



 
  
Workshop Prompt: What would it take to create change on the top priorities? 

• Communication about programs to fix properties. 
• Apply planning, contact knowledgeable people that can assist lots of good ideas 

just need to put into action. 
• Communication of programs. 
• Getting community on board with change. Get them to see and appreciate 

improvements. 
• Sheriff officer based in town to deter crime. 
• Tax breaks or financial breaks for new project or businesses. 
• Open up ground for growth. 
• Incentives for property owners to sell or fix up empty buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  

Report, pg. 9a 



 
 
 
 
Workshop Prompt: What would it take to create change on the top progress indicators? 

• Needing funding for improvements. 
• Support from local government, state, federal. 
• Getting citizens to take ownership. Getting citizens to WANT to be a part of the 

change. 
• People with open minds. 
• Require Startup Hutch to be involved in possible & appropriate for the community. 

Businesses. Also KS105. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Source: Love Where You Live Survey  
Report, pg. 9b 



BOLD IDEAS 
 
Workshop Prompt:  

• What one opportunity or priority could make the biggest difference in our 
community in the next year?  

• If this community was 10 times bolder to make progress on it, what big idea 
would you recommend?  

 
Workshop Participant Responses:  

• Involve the community in cleaning up blight. 
• More money. 
• Unite communities in ways other than school. 
• Housing & utilizing existing programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


